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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the application filed 03/29/99 
Claims 1-16 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in 
the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international 
application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 
371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 



Claims l-8,10,and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Fletcher et al. USPN 6,009,274 hereinafter Fletcher. 



Claim 1. 

Fletcher anticipates a program rewriting device comprising a transmission unit that 
performs transmission and reception of data over a network to and from another device and other 
devices connected to the network a memory that stores a software program; 

a type judgement unit that judges whether another device stores, in a rewritable manner, 
the same type of software program as the software program stored in the memory; 
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[Fletcher 6: 38-50] 

an old/new judgement unit that, when the type judgement unit judges that the another 
device stores the same type of software program in a rewritable manger, judges which of the 
same type of software program stored in the another device and the software program stored in 
the memory is older; and [Fletcher 5: 62-67, 6: 38-50 also see abstract]. 

a first rewrite unit that, when the new/old judgement unit judges that the same type of 
software program stored in the another device is older than the software stored in the memory, 
rewrites the same type of software program stored in the another device in the manner of the 
software program stored in the memory. 
[Fletcher 5: 62-67, 6: 38-50 also see abstract]. 
Claim 2 

A program rewriting device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the memory stores the 
software program in a rewritable manner, and further comprising a second rewrite unit that, 
when the old/new judgement unit judges that the same type of software program stored in the 
another device is newer than the software stored in the memory, rewrites the software program 
stored in the memory in the manner of the same type of software program stored in the another 
device. [Fletcher 6:38-50 for first and second rewrite unit see request generator and updating 
mechanism]. 

Claim 3. 

A program rewriting device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the type Judgement unit 
performs judgement for all other devices connected to the network: [Fletcher 5: 48-67]. 

and the old/new judgement unit performs judgement on all other devices that are judged 
to store the same type of software program by the type judgement unit. [Fletcher 5: 48-67], 
Claim 4. 

A program rewriting device comprising: 

a transmission unit that performs transmission and reception of data over a network to 
and from another device and other devices connected to the network; [Fletcher 6: 20-35,1 1 : 50- 
60]. 

a memory that stores a software program in a rewritable manner; [Fletcher 6: 43-46]. 
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a type judgement unit that judges whether the another device stores the same type of software 
program as the software program stored in the memory; [Fletcher 5: 48-67]. 

an old/new judgement unit that, when the type judgement unit judges that the another 
device stores the same type of software program, judges which of the same type of software 
program stored in the another device and the software program stored in the memory is newer; 
[Fletcher 5: 48-67]. 

and a rewrite unit that, when the old/new judgement unit Judges that the same type of 
software program stored in the another device is newer than the software stored in the memory, 
rewrites the software program stored in the memory in the manner of the same type of software 
program stored in the another device. [Fletcher 5: 48-67]. 
Claim 5. 

A program rewriting device as claimed in claim Wherein the type judgement unit 
perform judgement for all other devices connected to the network; and 

the old/new judgement unit performs judgement on all other devices that are judged to 
store the same type software program by the type judgement unit. [Fletcher 5: 48-67, 5: 62-67, 
6: 38-50] 
Claim 6. 

A network system comprising a networks a program rewriting device connected to the 
network: 

another device connected to the network and having a memory that stores, in a rewritable 
manner, a software program and other devices connected to the network, each having a memory 
that stores, in a rewritable manner, a software program, wherein the program rewriting device 
comprising a transmission unit that performs transmission and reception of data over a network 
to and from the another device and all other devices connected to the network; [Fletcher 5: 48- 
67, 5: 62-67, 6: 38-50] 

a memory that stores a software program; 

[6: 38-50,see memory for storing agent update, also for memory see,l 1 : 50-60]. 

a type judgement unit that judges whether the another device stores the same type of 
software program as the software program stored in the memory of the program rewriting 
device; 
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an old/new judgement unit that, when the type judgement unit judges that the another 
device stores the same type of software program in a rewritable manner, judges which of the 
same type of software program stored in the another device and the software program stored in 
the memory of the program rewriting device is older; and 
[Fletcher 5: 48-67, 5: 62-67, 6: 38-50] 

a first rewrite unit that, when the old/new judgement unit judges that the same type of 
software program stored in the another device is older than the software program stored in the 
memory of the program rewriting device, rewrites the same type of software program stored in 
the another device in the manner of the software program stored in the memory of the 
program rewriting device. 
[Fletcher 5: 48-67, 5: 62-67, 6: 38-50] 
Claim 7. 

The network system as claimed in claim 6. wherein the memory stores the software 
program in a rewritable manner, and further comprising a second rewrite unit that, 
when the old/new judgement unit judges that the same type of software program stored in the 
another device is newer than the software program stored in the memory of the program 
rewriting device, rewrites the software program stored in the memory of the program rewriting 
device in the manner of the same type of software program stored in the another device. 
[Fletcher 5: 48-67, 5: 62-67, 6: 38-50] 
Claim 8. 

The network system as claimed in claim 6, wherein the type judgement unit performs 
judgement for all other devices connected to the network; [Fletcher 5: 48-67, 5: 62-67, 6: 38-50] 

and the old/now judgement unit performs judgement on all other devices that are judged 
to store the same type software program by the type judgement unit. [Fletcher 5: 48-67, 5: 62-67, 
6: 38-50, and abstract,see identifying feature] 
Claim 10. 

A network system Comprising; 

a network; 

[Fletcher,abstract]. 

a program rewriting device connected to the network; [abstract]. 
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another device connected to the network and having a memory that stores, in a rewritable 
manner, a software program; and [Fletcher 6: 38-50 for first and second rewrite unit see request 
generator and updating mechanism]. 

other devices connected to the network, each having a memory that stores, in a 
rewritable manner, a software program, [Fletcher 6: 38-50]. 

wherein the program rewriting device comprising: 

a transmission unit that performs transmission and reception of data over a network to 
and from the another device and all other devices connected to the network; [Fletcher 6: 20- 
35,11:50-60]. 

a memory that stores a software program in a rewritable manner; 
a type judgement unit that judges whether the another device stores the same type of software 
program as the software program stored in the memory of the program rewriting device; 
[FletcherS: 48-67, 5: 62-67, 6: 38-50] 

an old/new judgement unit that, when the type judgement unit judges that the another 
device stores the same type of software program, judges which of the same type of software 
program stored in the another device and the software program, stored in the memory of the 
program rewriting device is newer; [Fletcher 5: 48-67, 5: 62-67, 6: 38-50] 

a first rewrite unit that, when the old/new judgement unit judges that the same type of 
software program stored in the memory of the another device is older than the software stored is 
the memory of the program rewriting device, rewrites the same type of software program stored 
in the memory of the another device in the manner of the software program stored in the memory 
of the program rewriting device, and a second rewrite unit that, when the old/new 
judgement unit judges that the same type of software program stored in the memory of the 
another device is newer than the software stored in the memory of the program rewriting device, 
rewrites the software program stored is the memory of the program rewriting device in the 
manner of the same type of software program stored in the memory of the another device. 
[Fletcher 5: 48-67, 5: 62-67, 6: 38-50] 
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Claim 1L 

The network system as claimed in claim 10, wherein the type judgement unit performs 
judgement for all other devices connected to the network, and the old/new judgement unit 
performs judgement on all other devices that are judged to store the same type of software 
program by the type judgement unit. [Fletcher 5: 48-67, 5: 62-67, 6: 38-50] 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Furner et al. 
USPN 5,974,474 as applied in claim 6 hereinafter Furner. 
Claim 9. 

Fletcher discloses all the limitations as applied in claim 6. Fletcher does not explicitly 
disclose the another device includes a rewrite prevention unit. However, Furner does disclose 
using a floppy disk to load drivers, and floppy's have an overwrite prevention tab feature, which 
serves the same function as the rewrite prevention unit, as disclosed. [Furner 3: 45- 
50].Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Fletcher and Furner because, preventing 
rewriting of programs or software prevents loss of needed information. 
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Claims 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fletcher et 
al. USPN 6,009,274 hereinafter Fletcher. 



Claimll. 

Fletcher discloses, a memory medium with a first program of judging whether a device 
connected to a network store in a rewritable/updating manner, the same type of software program 
as a software program stored in a reference memory connected to the network a second program 
of judging which of the same type of software program stored in the device and the software 
program stored in the reference memory is older when the device is judged to store the same type 
of software programming a re- writable manner: and [Fletcher 5: 48-67, 5: 62-67, 6: 38-50], 

Fletcher does not explicitly disclose using a third program. However, Fletcher does 
disclose features which perform the same functionality as the third program disclosed in the 
invention. [Fletcher 6: 38-50 for first and second rewrite unit see request generator and updating 
mechanism]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Fletcher with the feature discussed in the 
application because, it serves the same function and is merely a design choice. 
Claim 13. 

Fletcher discloses, a memory medium with a first program of judging whether a device 
connected to a network store in a rewritable/updating manner, the same type of software program 
as a software program stored in a reference memory connected to the network a second program 
of judging which of the same type of software program stored in the device and the software 
program stored in the reference memory is older when the device is judged to store the same type 
of software programming a re-writable manner: and [Fletcher 5: 48-67, 5: 62-67, 6: 38-50]. 
Fletcher does not explicitly disclose using a third program. However, Fletcher does disclose 
features which perform the same functionality as the fourth program disclosed in the invention. 
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[Fletcher 6: 38-50 for first and second rewrite unit see request generator and updating 
mechanism]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Fletcher with the feature discussed in the 
application because, it serves the same function and is merely a design choice. 
Claiml4. 

Per claim 12, wherein the first program judges for all other devices connected to the 
network: 

and the second program performs judgement on all other devices that are judged to store 
the same type software program by the first program. [Fletcher 5: 48-67, 6: 38-50 also see 
abstract], 
ClaimlS. 

Per claim 12, a memory medium storing programs comprising; 

a first program of judging whether a device connected to the network stores the same 
type of software program as a software program stored in a. reference memory; 
[Fletcher 5: 48-67] 

a second program of judginng which of the same type of software program stored in the 
device and the software program stored in the reference memory is newer when the first program 
judges that the device stores the same type of software programs; and [6: 38-50 also see 
abstract]. 

a third program of rewriting the software program stored in the reference memory in the 
manner of the same type of software program stored in the device when the second program 
judges that the same type of software program stored in the device is newer than the software 
stored in the reference memory. 

[Fletcher 6: 38-50 for first and second rewrite unit see request generator and updating 
mechanism], 
Claiml6. 

The memory medium as claimed in claim 15, wherein the first program performs 
judgement for all other devices connected to the network, the second program performs 
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judgement on all other devices that are judged to store the same type software program by the 
first program made. [Fletcher 5: 48-67, 6: 38-50] 



Conclusion 

Examiner would like to point out that the limitations cited in Claims are very much 
similar in context and functionality and therefore have been rejected using similar paragraphs as 
cited above from the prior art. In several claims no distinction in functionality has been made to 
further limit the preceding claims and therefore claim language has been disputed using similar 
paragraphs. 
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